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IMPROVING THE ONLINE LEARNING EXPERIENCE FOR ADULT LEARNERS
As a nationally-ranked private institution, Concordia University Irvine 
has helped set the standard for quality online and hybrid courses in 
graduate education. 

Over the last decade, faculty members Tanya Tarbutton and Lori Doyle 

are co-authors of more than 14 projects, including journal articles and 
edited books, on the subject.

and how to do that really well,” says Doyle, associate professor of 

program. “From designing the coursework and assignments to hiring 
faculty, we focus on the whole process of online learning and how 
educators can do that in the best possible way.”

coordinator, and associate professor of education.

by adjunct instructors who bring invaluable contributions and unique 
perspectives to our virtual classrooms,” says Tarbutton. “We embraced 
opportunities to investigate and sharpen best practices for adult 
learners.”

strongly connected to a university and share a sense of support and 
camaraderie with others there to have long-term success. Doyle and 
Tarbutton recommended offering plenty of professional development 
opportunities for instructors where they could learn and connect  
with others. “There are purposeful things a university can do to build an online 

program and make online learning the best it can be,” says Doyle. “You 
foster success by the way courses are designed, assignments are 

handbook that delves into the pivotal role of adjunct faculty instructors in 
the booming realm of online higher education.” Their second co-edited 

motivations.

“You have to understand the needs and styles of adult learners, 

aways they can put into effect tomorrow. You have to provide them 

To learn more about Concordia University Irvine, visit cui.edu.

“Social, collaborative communities develop organically in traditional 
face-to-face settings, but in online platforms, curriculum designers 
need to be intentional to create collaborative communities to reap 
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Prepare for the Changing  
Workplace and World
Advance in your professional callings with an innovative 
graduate degree from Concordia University Irvine. Study on 
our beautiful campuses in Irvine or fully online, and gain the 

 
the future.

Explore Your Future and Faith at cui.edu
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Location: Costa Mesa, California 
Welcome to Sofia University’s distinguished Master of Business 
Administration (MBA) and Doctor of Business Administration (DBA) programs, 
located in the vibrant city of Costa Mesa, California. At Sofia, we are 
committed to fostering excellence in business education and preparing our 
students for success in today’s dynamic 
global marketplace. Let’s explore the 
unique features and benefits of our MBA 
and DBA programs: 
 
Rigorous Curriculum: 
Our MBA and DBA programs offer a 
rigorous curriculum that provides students 
with a comprehensive understanding of 
business principles, strategies, and 
practices. From finance to marketing, 
operations to management, our courses 
are designed to equip students with the 
knowledge and skills needed to excel in 
diverse business environments. 
 
Experienced Faculty: 
Our faculty members are industry experts 
and seasoned professionals with 
extensive experience in their respective 
fields. They bring real-world insights and 
perspectives into the classroom, enriching 
the learning experience and preparing students for the challenges and 
opportunities of the business world. 
 
Affordable Tuition: 
At Sofia University, we believe in providing high-quality education at an 
affordable cost. Our MBA and DBA programs offer competitive tuition rates, 
making advanced business education accessible to aspiring professionals 
without breaking the bank. 
 
Global Perspective: 
Our programs emphasize global business trends, cross-cultural 
communication, and international business practices. With a focus on global 
perspectives, our students are prepared to thrive in today’s interconnected 
world and contribute to the success of  
multinational organizations. 
 
Networking Opportunities: 
Networking is essential for success in business, and at Sofia University, we 

Sofia University Master of Business Administration (MBA)  
and Doctor of Business Administration (DBA) Programs

provide ample opportunities for students to connect with industry 
professionals, alumni, and fellow classmates. From networking events to 
guest lectures, students have the chance to expand their professional 
network and forge valuable connections that can lead to career 
advancement and opportunities. 

 
Personalized Support: 
We prioritize the success and well-being 
of our students, offering personalized 
support every step of the way. Whether 
you need academic assistance, career 
guidance, or support with personal 
challenges, our team is here to help you 
succeed and thrive in your academic and 
professional endeavors. 
 
Research Opportunities: 
Our DBA program offers an exceptional 
opportunity for students to engage in 
advanced research and contribute to the 
body of knowledge in their field. With 
faculty mentorship and research 
resources, DBA students have the 
opportunity to explore cutting-edge topics 
and make meaningful contributions to 
their chosen field of study. 
 

Affordable DBA Program: 
Sofia University’s DBA program stands out for its affordability. Compared to 
similar programs in the Los Angeles and Orange County areas, which can cost 
nearly $100,000 more, our DBA program offers exceptional value without 
compromising on quality. With affordable tuition and a rigorous curriculum, our 
DBA program is an excellent investment in your future. 
 
Join Us at Sofia University: 
Whether you’re seeking to advance your career with an MBA or pursue 
doctoral studies with a DBA, Sofia University offers a transformative 
educational experience that prepares you for success in business and 
beyond. Located in Costa Mesa, California, our campus provides a vibrant 
and supportive learning environment where you can thrive and excel. 
 
For more information about our MBA and DBA programs, visit www.sofia.edu 
or contact our admissions office at admissions@sofia.edu. We look forward to 
welcoming you to the Sofia University community and helping you achieve 
your academic and professional goals.

Name of Institution 
Sofia University 
 
Name of School or Program 
Institute of Applied and Professional Studies 
 
Highest Ranking Officer 
President, Dr. Carol Humphreys 
 
Year School or Program was founded 
1975 
 
Total Enrollment (all platforms offered) 
382 
 
Platforms Offered 
In person, Full Time, Weekend, Hybrid, NEW - MBA Online Program 
 
Areas of Emphasis Offered 
Master of Business Administration 
Data Analytics Concentration (STEM certified) 
Possible Career Outcomes Include: 
• Data Analyst 
• Data Scientist 
• Statistical Analyst 
Doctor of Business Administration 
General Concentration 

Possible Career Outcomes Include: 
• Executive Business Leadership 
• Global Team and Project Leadership 
• Professor in Global Business 
• Coach and Mentor of Global Business Leaders 
• Executive Global Business Strategist & Policy Analyst 
 
Length of Programs 
Doctor of Business Administration – 36 months 
Master of Business Administration – 18 months, with option to go 24 months 
 
Program Accreditations  
WASC 

 
Total Cost    
Visit www.sofia.edu or email our admissions team at admissions@sofia.edu 
for program cost and scholarship opportunities.  
 
Important Admissions Dates 
- Spring Term 2026, Begins April 6  -  Application Deadline:  March 16 
- Summer Term 2026, Begins July 6 - Application Deadline:  June 15 
- Fall Term 2026, Begins September 28 - Application Deadline:  September 7th 
 
Program Contact Information 
Website: www.sofia.edu 
Contact Admissions:  admissions@sofia.edu 
Ph: (888) 820-1484
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Centralia Elementary School District 
Head of School: Superintendent Ms. Norma E. Martinez 
Address: 6625 La Palma Ave., Buena Park, CA 90620 
Website: www.cesd.us 
Grade Levels: TK - 6 
Total Enrollment: 4,000 
Student to Faculty Ratio: 10:1 TK, 24:1 Kindergarten, 26:1 (Grades 1 – 3), and 
29:1 (Grades 4 - 6) 
Average Class Size: 26:1 
Application Deadline for the 26/27 School Year: Priority enrollment by March 15, 2026 
Type of School: Public School 
Unique Options/Programs: Innovation Labs utilizing STEM; Visual and 
Performing Arts in music, art, and dance; Free before- and after-school programs; 
Dual Language Immersion; and elementary AVID programs. 
STEAM Mission: Through hands-on STEM learning and responsible innovation, 
our programs empower students to explore, create, and solve real-world 
challenges while building confidence, curiosity, and the skills needed to thrive in 
college, careers, and a changing world. 
 
Crean Lutheran High School 
Head of School: Dr. Daniel Moyer, Ed.D. 
Address: 12500 Sand Canyon Ave., Irvine, CA 92620  
Website: www.creanlutheran.org 
Grade Levels: 9 - 12 
Total Enrollment: 1,180 
Average Class Size: 20:1 
Application Deadline for the 26/27 School Year: November 2026 
Type of School: Lutheran / Christian High School 
Unique Options/Programs: “Christ-centered” approach, combining high-level 
academics—with SAT/ACT scores well above the national average—and a strong, 
intentional focus on faith. As a 2023 National Blue Ribbon School, it offers a 
diverse, 30-acre campus with robust athletics and specialized, high-tech athletic 
training programs, often boasting a 100% graduation rate. The school has shadow 
day programs, future saints’ night, international admissions, summer youth camps, 
and cohort programs. 
STEAM Mission: Crean Lutheran High School (CLHS) features a comprehensive, 
college-preparatory Science, Technology, Engineering, and Mathematics focus 
as part of its academic program. The curriculum includes advanced courses, with 
a particular focus on hands-on application through an active Science Olympiad 
Team that competes in 23 topics, including engineering, chemistry, and physics.   
 
Fairmont Schools 
Head of School: Carolyn Lucia 
Address: 1575 W. Mable St., Anaheim, CA 92802 
Campuses in Anaheim Hills, North Tustin, Anaheim, San Juan Capistrano 
Website: www.fairmontschools.com 
Grade Levels: Preschool – 12 
Total Enrollment: 2,640  
Student to Faculty Ratio: 12:1 
Average Class Size: 20 
Application Deadline for the 26/27 School Year: No deadline, rolling admissions  
Type of School: A secular, co-educational Preschool - 12th grade private school 
Unique Options/Programs: International Baccalaureate (P-8), HS specialty 
programs: Advanced Science and Engineering, Advanced Business, Advanced 
Mathematics, Fairmont Athletic Academy, ice hockey program (6-12), nationally-
ranked debate program 
STEAM Mission: Fairmont fosters creativity, critical thinking, and problem-solving 
through comprehensive curricular offerings in science, technology, engineering, 
arts, and mathematics, preparing students for college and beyond with hands-on 
learning and real-world applications.  
 
Santa Margarita Catholic High School       
Head of School: President J. Andrew Sulick 
Address: 22062 Antonio Parkway, Rancho Santa Margarita, CA 92688 
Website: www.smhs.org 
Grade Levels: 9 - 12 
Total Enrollment: 1,792 
Student to Faculty Ratio: 16:1 
Average Class Size: 23 

Application Deadline for the 26/27 School Year: Rolling applications until a 
waitlist is formed. 
Type of School: Coeducational, college preparatory diocesan Catholic high 
school, International Baccalaureate World School        
Unique Options/Programs: Flexible, rigorous online learning program; the 
county’s only Catholic IB World School; comprehensive counseling program; 
Options certificate program for students with developmental and intellectual 
disabilities; ASP program supports students with specialized learning needs 
STREAM Mission: Through the integration of science, technology, religion, 
engineering, arts, and math, students build bridges across disciplines, inspiring 
innovation while strengthening critical thinking skills for success in today’s world.  
  
St. Mary’s School 
Head of School: Doug Patterson 
Address: 7 Pursuit, Aliso Viejo, CA 92656 
Website: www.smaa.org   
Grade Levels: Early Preschool – 8 
Total Enrollment: 720  
Student to Faculty Ratio: (averages)  
Early Education 1:7  
Lower School 1:10  
Middle 1:20 
Average Class Size:  
Early Education 12 - 16  
Lower and Middle School 20 - 22  
Application Deadline for the 26/27 School Year: Actively accepting applications; 
prospective families should apply at www.smaa.org.  
Type of School: Independent International Baccalaureate   
Unique Options/Programs: IB curriculum, project-based learning, service learning, 
leadership development, athletics, and learning spaces intentionally designed to 
prepare graduates for high school and beyond. 
STEAM Mission: St. Mary’s academic program integrates science, technology, 
engineering, arts, and mathematics to cultivate strategic innovation—empowering 
students to think critically and creatively, collaborate with purpose, and design 
thoughtful solutions to real-world challenges, all grounded in faith, service, and a 
commitment to the common good. 
 
TVT Community Day School 
Head of School: Jill Quigley 
Address: 5 Federation Way, Irvine, CA 92603  
Website: www.tarbut.com 
Grade Levels: TK - 12 
Total Enrollment: 845 
Student to Faculty Ratio: 5:1 
Average Class Size: 14 
Application Deadline for the 26/27 School Year: Rolling  
Type of School: Independent Jewish Day School 
Unique Options/Programs: Engineering & Computer Science 
STEAM Mission: We are an inclusive Jewish school of inquiry and innovation 
where academics are important and character is paramount. 
 
Westcliff Early Learning Academy 
Head of School: Jasmine Boller 
Address: 2941 Alton Parkway, Irvine, CA 92606 
Website: www.westcliffearlylearning.com 
Grade Levels: Ages 18 months to 6 years 
Total Enrollment: Growing program, serving up to 132 students 
Student-to-Faculty Ratio: 1:6 (Toddler), 1:12 (Preschool/Kindergarten) 
Average Class Size: 12 – 24  
Application Deadline for 26–27 School Year: Ongoing/rolling enrollment 
Type of School: Preschool / Early Childhood Education Center 
Unique Options/Programs: Programs for ages 18 months – 6 years in English 
and Vietnamese, featuring Montessori, Reggio Emilia, Nature-Based Learning, 
and Dual Language Immersion—fostering creativity, independence, bilingual 
fluency, and early academic growth. 
STEAM Mission: At WELA, children explore STEAM through hands-on projects—
building, experimenting, and designing. Montessori and Reggio-inspired 
classrooms nurture curiosity, resilience, problem-solving, and collaboration, 
equipping students to innovate, think critically, and thrive in a complex world.  
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