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Revenue Up 8.1% at Largest Nonprofits in Orange County

ORANGE COUNTY — Several nonprof-
its focused on supporting youth programs, 
shelter for the unhoused, the arts, and health 
and wellness causes saw double-digit revenue 
growth in Orange County over the 12 months 
ended June 30, according to the latest Busi-
ness Journal data. 

The 117 organizations surveyed by the 
Business Journal—with operations and head-
quarters in OC and annual revenue above 
$500,000—reported combined revenue in-
creased 8.1% to $3.2 billion.  

“Philanthropy in Orange County is vibrant 
and strong,” Wendy Arenson, executive di-
rector of the Jewish Community Founda-
tion Orange County, which saw revenue 
jump 168% to nearly $44 million. “Our 
donors continue to give with tremendous gen-
erosity, using their donor-advised 
funds to support thoughtful, high-
impact work.” 

Of the organizations reporting 
data to the Business Journal, 33 
showed revenue increasing 10% 
or more as of June 30. Two of the 
biggest jumps came from the Jew-
ish Community Foundation and 
Arts & Learning Conserva-
tory.  

Arenson credited the 168% growth in rev-
enue to “several exceptionally large contribu-
tions to donor advised funds, nonprofits and 
foundations investing their funds at JCFOC 

and legacy gifts to endowed funds.” 
The Irvine-based nonprofit jumped from No. 

36 in 2024 to No. 19. 
Costa Mesa-based Arts & Learn-

ing Conservatory also saw a triple-
digit jump, increasing revenue 151% 
to $4 million as of June 30. The No. 
104-ranked organization, which pro-
vides performing arts education 
across Southern California, was 
founded by Debora Wondercheck. 

The chief executive of the non-
profit told the Business Journal that 

revenue growth was driven by $2.1 million 
raised this past year to support the building of 
a 200-seat performing arts center in Costa 
Mesa. Two significant donations came from 

the Samueli Foundation ($125,000) and the 
Sun Family Foundation ($300,000). 

“Through it, we will run classes, host meet-
ings, events, performances, and gatherings, 
ensuring that the space remains active and 
community-centered,” said Wondercheck, 
who wrote this week’s Leader Board (see 
page 63). 

“Our growth reflects a clear alignment be-
tween our mission and the community’s will-
ingness to invest in long-term youth 
development.” 

 
Top-Ranked Nonprofits 

The No. 1-ranked nonprofit on this year’s 
list, Sequoia Climate Foundation, is new to 
this year’s survey, with estimated revenue of 

$281 million (see page 57). It knocked off 
Think Together, which fell to the No. 2 slot 
this year, with revenue of $244.5 million as 
of June 30, up 4% from the prior year, same 
period. 

Out of the $240 million increase on the list, 
Sequoia accounted for a third, $75 million. 

Other notable gainers included Giving 
Children Hope, whose revenue increased 
102% to $18.4 million, followed by Provi-
dence St. Joseph Hospital Foundation, up 
53% to $20 million, and Habitat for Hu-
manity of Orange County, up 39% to $20 
million. Cure Duchenne rose 46% to $13 
million, while National Christian Founda-
tion increased 31% to $177 million. Orange 
County Rescue Mission Inc. grew 26% to 
$31.6 million, Families Forward climbed 
25% to $11.3 million and Orange County 
United Way and Providence St. Jude Me-
morial Foundation each reported 18% gains, 
to $33.9 million and $16.4 million, respec-
tively.  

No. 20-ranked Santa Ana-based Orange-
wood Foundation grew by 14% to $43.1 
million (see page 1). 

Combined volunteers among the 117 or-
ganizations increased 6% to 125,537, while 
clients served declined 1%.  

 
Banner Year of Giving for OCCF 

It was another banner year for Orange 
County Community Foundation (OCCF), 
led for 25 years by CEO Shelley Hoss. 

The No. 3-ranked nonprofit, one of the na-
tion’s largest and fastest-growing community 
foundations, reported revenue growth of 9% 

Tammy Tumbling, president of the Orange County Community Foundation, presents the organiza-
tion’s six core initiatives for its Vision 2030 plan during its Nov. 20 annual meeting
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Protect childhood, empower  
families, and create communities 
where kids are safe to grow. Partner with us at allforkids.org

Let’s Grow, Together
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Let’s Grow, Together
At All For Kids, we work to ensure every child can 
grow up safe and healthy.

We collaborate with families and communities in 
Southern California to provide essential support 
through behavioral health services, parenting 
help, foster care, adoption, and local initiatives.

With compassion and teamwork, we’re committed 
to preventing child maltreatment and promoting 
lasting well-being.

Join us in leading community change.

Children’s Bureau of Southern California, DBA All For Kids

#safetogrow

Learn More
at 888.255.4543
or allforkids.org

THE LIST NONPROFIT ORGANIZATIONS NEXT WEEK’S LIST  OC-Based Credit Unionst

 Highlight provided for fee

12.1.25_COL.qxp_Layout 1  11/26/25  12:39 PM  Page 28



30  ORANGE COUNTY BUSINESS JOURNAL                                                                                                www.ocbj.com DECEMBER 1, 2025

74
(82)

75
(85)

76
(91)

77
(83)

78
(76)

79
(81)

(1)

(2)

Researched by Desmond Celo

u Continued on page 32

u From page 28

THE LIST NONPROFIT ORGANIZATIONS NEXT WEEK’S LIST  OC-Based Credit Unionst

 Highlight provided for fee

12.1.25_COL.qxp_Layout 1  11/26/25  12:39 PM  Page 30



32  ORANGE COUNTY BUSINESS JOURNAL                                                                                                www.ocbj.com DECEMBER 1, 2025

80
(74)

81
(88)

82
(79)

83
(60)

84
(84)

85
(63)

(1)

Researched by Desmond Celo

u Continued on page 34

u From page 30

THE LIST NONPROFIT ORGANIZATIONS NEXT WEEK’S LIST  OC-Based Credit Unionst

 Highlight provided for fee

12.1.25_COL.qxp_Layout 1  11/26/25  12:39 PM  Page 32



34  ORANGE COUNTY BUSINESS JOURNAL                                                                                                www.ocbj.com DECEMBER 1, 2025

86
(86)

87
(90)

88
(80)

89
(94)

90
(75)

(1)

(2)

Researched by Desmond Celo

u Continued on page 36

u From page 30

THE LIST NONPROFIT ORGANIZATIONS NEXT WEEK’S LIST  OC-Based Credit Unionst

12.1.25_COL.qxp_Layout 1  11/26/25  12:40 PM  Page 34



36  ORANGE COUNTY BUSINESS JOURNAL                                                                                                www.ocbj.com DECEMBER 1, 2025

91
(92)

92
(78)

93
(NR)

94
(104)

95
(89)

96
(98)

97
(101)

98
(102)

99
(95)

100
(99)

101
(100)

102
(105)

(2)

(1)

Researched by Desmond Celo

u From page 34

u Continued on page 38

THE LIST NONPROFIT ORGANIZATIONS NEXT WEEK’S LIST  OC-Based Credit Unionst

 Highlight provided for fee

12.1.25_COL.qxp_Layout 1  11/26/25  12:40 PM  Page 36



38  ORANGE COUNTY BUSINESS JOURNAL                                                                                                www.ocbj.com DECEMBER 1, 2025

u From page 36

103
(103)

104
(NR)

105
(96)

106
(106)

107
(NR)

108
(107)

109
(NR)

110
(NR)

111
(NR)

112
(NR)

113
(NR)

114
(NR)

Researched by Desmond Celo

u Continued on page 40

THE LIST NONPROFIT ORGANIZATIONS NEXT WEEK’S LIST  OC-Based Credit Unionst

 Highlight provided for fee

12.1.25_COL.qxp_Layout 1  11/26/25  12:40 PM  Page 38



40  ORANGE COUNTY BUSINESS JOURNAL                                                                                                www.ocbj.com DECEMBER 1, 2025

u From page 38

115
(NR)

116
(NR)

117
(NR)

Researched by Desmond Celo

THE LIST NONPROFIT ORGANIZATIONS NEXT WEEK’S LIST  OC-Based Credit Unionst

  from page 14

Nonprofits 

to $232.7 million for the year ended June 30. 
Hoss told the Business Journal that a combi-
nation of increased giving by OCCF donors 
and significant growth in investment earnings 
drove the $20 million increase.  

“At the heart of the Orange County Com-
munity Foundation is a steadfast belief in the 
transformative power of community,” she 
said. “Our donors, through their thoughtful 
and strategic philanthropy, are catalysts for 
positive change, fostering vibrant, resilient 
communities in Orange County, across the 
country and around the world.” 

OCCF connects donors to more than 650 
charitable funds that they desire to support. 
Two weeks ago, at its annual meeting, the 
Irvine-based organization said it had awarded 
$125 million in grants and scholarships in fis-
cal year 2025—the largest amount awarded in 
a year in the organization’s 36-year history.  

 
Declining Revenues 

Of the largest nonprofits surveyed, 29 re-
ported revenue declines, including Planned 
Parenthood of Orange and San Bernardino 
Counties, CHOC Foundation, Pacific Sym-
phony, Richard Nixon Foundation, Pre-
tend City Children’s Museum, Big 
Brothers Big Sisters of Orange County and 
the Inland Empire and TGR Foundation. 

Revenue at No. 31-ranked Pacific Sym-
phony declined 8% to $22.5 million. Emily 
Rankin, vice president of development, told 
the Business Journal that for the first time in 
30 years, the Irvine-based organization is ex-
periencing its first non-pandemic-related 

deficit. 
She said the board has taken immediate ac-

tion by adopting “a new balanced operating 
budget” for the next fiscal year that included 
“reducing the level of risk by including cost-
cutting measures, committing to growing 
revenue, managing expenses and tightening 
spending where necessary.” 

“The organization is encouraged that it will 
erase its operating deficit from the support of 
its patrons and longtime donors,” said Rankin, 
adding that $50 million has already been se-
cured during the quiet phase of its endowment 
campaign 

No. 55-ranked Big Brothers Big Sisters of 
Orange County and the Inland Empire saw 

revenue drop by 8% to $11.3 million. Julia 
Rios, vice president of marketing, said a re-
duction in COVID-19-related government 
support primarily drove the year-over-year 
decline in revenue.  n 

Research Director Desmond Celo con-
tributed to this report. 

Revenue at No. 31-ranked Pacific Symphony 
declined 8% to $22.5 million
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