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OC Automakers Report 1.4% Rise in Workforce

ORANGE COUNTY — Many of the re-
gion’s automotive players have been able to 
maintain their local workforces over the past 
year, shown in the slight increase of 1.4% in 
total Orange County headcount as of Septem-
ber—compared to the 1.1% slide reported in 
2024.  

The largest grower this year was Irvine-
based Kia America, a division of South 
Korea-based Hyundai Motor Co. With 582 
employees in OC as of September, the com-
pany jumped 18% in headcount from a year 
ago.  

“As likely seen at other automakers, find-
ing qualified candidates with the skill sets 
needed to further our growth is always a chal-
lenge, but our HR team 
does a great job of work-
ing with local agencies 
and authorities to reach 
out to and hire the very 
best,” a Kia spokesper-
son said via email.   

Irvine-based Rivian 
Automotive Inc. re-
mains the largest au-
tomaker employer with 1,843 local workers, 
representing a 2% drop from a year ago. 

Chief Executive RJ Scaringe told the 
Business Journal that Orange County has be-
come a recruiting tool for the electric vehicle 
manufacturer.  

“This has served as a great base,” he said dur-
ing an exclusive interview (see page 1 story). 

Bollinger Innovations, the struggling EV 
maker of trucks and vans in Brea formerly 
known as Mullen Automotive, is estimated 
to have about 60 employees in Orange 
County. The company started to offload large 
portions of its workforce late last year in an 
attempt to survive while it tries to generate 
more revenue.  

U.S. vehicle sales across the nine local au-
tomakers rose 2.8% to 4.2 million for the 12 
months ended June 30, representing a signif-
icant decrease in activity compared to last 
year’s 14% growth.  

According to the Orange County Auto Out-
look report, conducted by the Orange 
County Automobile Dealers Association 
(OCADA), new vehicle registrations in the 
region are expected to fall in the second half 
of 2025 due to rising prices resulting from tar-
iffs.  

Manufacturers such as Kia and Genesis 
Motor America expect to continue “mini-
mizing unforeseen financial pressures” and 
aligning with the evolving expectations of au-
tomotive customers.  

“Genesis is committed to staying compet-
itive in a dynamic market, delivering excep-
tional products and experiences that meet the 
demands of U.S. consumers, regardless of 
changes in federal policy,” a brand spokesper-
son said.  

Top 29 Auto Dealers 
This year’s list of 29 auto dealers generated 

$5.1 billion in sales volume for the 12 months 
ended June 30, inching up almost 1% from a 
year ago.   

The number of new cars sold outpaced 
used vehicles in the same 12-month period, 
with 57,111 new and 31,070 used models 

rolling off the lot, up 4.2% and down 3.5%, 
respectively.   

Overall, the dealerships reported a total of 
786 salespeople employed in Orange County 
and more than 1,400 service personnel.   

Mercedes-Benz of Laguna Niguel, ranked 
No. 6 among local auto dealers, is now owned 
by Murgado Automotive Group as of last 
year. The company named Tom Shanley as the 
location’s new general manager.  

The dealership that recorded the largest 
growth in sales volume was Anaheim’s 
Hardin Honda. It increased sales 17% to 
$116 million for the year ended June 30.  

The next two notable growers were Weir 
Canyon Honda in Anaheim, up 13% to $85 
million, and Mazda of Orange, jumping 
14% to almost $84 million.  

All three reported increases in new vehicle 
sales, ranging from 6.6% to 23%.   

Fletcher Jones Motorcars, located in 
Newport Beach selling Mercedes-Benz ve-
hicles, remains No. 1 by sales volume of 
nearly $820 million, which represents a 2% 
decline from a year ago, same period. 

According to OCADA’s outlook report, 
new retail vehicle registrations increased by 
2.5% for the first half of 2025 in the county. 
The brands with the largest increases in OC 
registrations, year-to-date, included Acura, 
Porsche and GMC.   

As for market share in the county, Toyota 
was the top-selling brand with Tesla and 
Honda following behind.   

OCADA reported that in the first six 
months of 2025, the top five selling mod-
els were the Tesla Models Y and 3, Toy-
ota’s RAV4 and Camry, and the Honda 
CR-V. n  

Local Auto Dealers See 
Sales Rise 1% to $5.1B

Kia America reported the largest increase in OC headcount as of September

p      26
OC Automakers

n By EMILY SANTIAGO-MOLINA

RANKED BY SALES VOLUME

Prev.
Rank

•Address

•yearly % change
•yearly % change •yearly % change

•Service
personnel

•General manager
•Phone/fax

1
(1)

3300 Jamboree Road
Newport Beach 92660-8528
Website: fjmercedes.com

$819.6
-2%

5,561
12%

4,376
-8%

76
163

Mercedes-Benz Mercedes-Benz Financial
Services

Fletcher Jones Jr.
David Gonzalez
(949) 718-3000/(949) 718-3100

2
(2)

(1)

1500 Auto Mall Drive
Santa Ana 92705-4737
Website: crevierbmw.com
Email: ckoeller@penskeautomotive.com

$423.3(2)

NA
3,479(2)

NA
2,073(2)

NA
42(2)

106(2)

BMW BMW Financial Services Penske Automotive Group
Anthony La
(657) 231-5000/(714) 835-0881

3
(3)

6862 Auto Center Drive
Buena Park 90621-3691
Website: hoimercedes.com

$366.5
5%

2,807
23%

2,331
8%

52
53

Mercedes-Benz AutoNation AutoNation
Kevin Oliff
(714) 627-5553

4
(4)

1400 N. Tustin Ave.
Orange 92867-3995
Website: toyotaoforange.com

$315.6
2%

4,954
7%

1,728
-10%

50
109

Toyota Comerica Bank David Wilson
Allen Moznett
(714) 639-6750/(714) 771-0363

5
(5)

18881 Beach Blvd.
Huntington Beach 92647-2007
Website: toyotaofhuntingtonbeach.com
Email: michellechauvin@drivewilson.com

$287.9
-6%

3,663
-10%

2,490
-8%

41
66

Toyota Comerica Bank David Wilson
Bucky O'Connell
(714) 847-8555/(714) 847-3675

Sales volume is total dealer revenue and includes cars sold, parts, service and body shop.
NA: not applicable

Note: To the best of our knowledge, this information is accurate as of press time. While every effort is made to ensure the accuracy
and thoroughness of the list, omissions and typographical errors sometimes occur. Unless otherwise noted, the information on this
list was provided by the companies themselves. List may not be reprinted without permission of the editor. Photos show the
general manager listed.

(1) Current data was not provided prior to Business Journal publication
(2) Business Journal estimate

Researched by Desmond Celo
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RANKED BY SALES VOLUME

Prev.
Rank

•Address

•yearly % change
•yearly % change •yearly % change

•Service
personnel

•General manager
•Phone/fax

6
(6)

(1)

1 Star Drive
Laguna Niguel 92677-4589
Website: mblaguna.com
Email: pbolter@mblaguna.com

$214(2)

NA
2(2)

NA
1,000(2)

NA
25(2)

120(2)

Mercedes-Benz,
Sprinter, AMG,
smart

Mercedes-Benz Financial
Service USA LLC

Murgado Automotive Group
Tom Shanley
(949) 347-3700

7
(8)

2550 N. Tustin Ave.
Orange 92865-5666
Website: davidwilsonvillaford.com

$200.6
4%

2,314
11%

874
-17%

30
72

Ford Comerica Bank David Wilson
Scott Wade
(888) 248-5750

8
(9)

9101 Research Drive
Irvine 92618-4206
Website: autonationtoyotairvine.com

$196.6
5%

2,326
11%

1,837
-7%

47
42

Toyota Toyota Motor Credit Corp. AutoNation
Arturo Diaz-Gonzalez
(949) 287-8766

9
(7)

6400 Beach Blvd.
Buena Park 90621-2813
Website: autonationtoyotabuenapark.com

$192.3
-6%

2,788
-5%

1,579
-1%

51
33

Toyota AutoNation AutoNation
Ellen Leung
(714) 627-5562

10
(10)

445 East Coast Highway
Newport Beach 92660-6133
Website: ewportautocenter.com

$171.2
0%

634
9%

364
-5%

24
39

Porsche, Bentley AutoNation AutoNation
Tim Tauber
(949) 287-8699

L C i  B k G  1 A i

u From page 26
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11
(11)

(1)

3901 MacArthur Blvd.
Newport Beach 92660-3012
Website: newportlexus.com

$153.8(2)

NA
1,660(2)

NA
556(2)

NA
16(2)

50(2)

Lexus Comerica Bank Group 1 Automotive
Anthony R. D'Amato
(949) 477-7088/(949) 477-7175

12
(13)

1966 Harbor Blvd.
Costa Mesa 92627-2670
Website: southcoasttoyota.com

$147.8
4%

2,332
-4%

844
38%

31
52

Toyota Comerica Bank David Wilson
Chad Roberts
(949) 722-2000/(949) 764-4121

13
(12)

30031 Santa Margarita Parkway
Rancho Santa Margarita 92688-3601
Website: santamargaritaford.com
Email: sales@santamargaritaford.com

$140.6
-4%

1,766
-2%

377
-9%

14
52

Ford Comerica Bank Santa Margarita Auto Group
James Graham
(949) 459-6800

14
(15)

22722 Avenida Empresa
Rancho Santa Margarita 92688-2150
Website: santamargaritatoyota.com
Email: sales@smtoyota.com

$133.6
5%

2,109
-1%

409
27%

22
43

Toyota Comerica Bank Santa Margarita Auto Group
Ephraim Barcelo(3)

(949) 766-2000

15
(14)

(1)

45 Auto Center Drive
Tustin 92782-8402
Website: tustinlexus.com

$132(2)

NA
1,546(2)

NA
411(2)

NA
14(2)

42(2)

Lexus Comerica Bank Group 1 Automotive
Edward Hwang
(714) 544-4800/(714) 544-4937

Sales volume is total dealer revenue and includes cars sold, parts, service and body shop.
NA: not applicable

Note: To the best of our knowledge, this information is accurate as of press time. While every effort is made to ensure the accuracy
and thoroughness of the list, omissions and typographical errors sometimes occur. Unless otherwise noted, the information on this
list was provided by the companies themselves. List may not be reprinted without permission of the editor. Photos show the
general manager listed.

(1) Current data was not provided prior to Business Journal publication
(2) Business Journal estimate
(3) managing partner

Researched by Desmond Celo
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16
(16)

17
(17)

18
(26)

19
(18)

20
(19)

21
(20)

22
(21)

23
(22)

24
(23)

25
(24)

26
(25)

27
(27)

28
(28)

29
(NR)

(1)

(2)

Researched by Desmond Celo
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1
(1)

2
(2)

3
(3)

4
(4)

5
(5)

6
(6)

7
(7)

8
(9)

9
(8)

(1)

(2)

(3)

(4)
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